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INT. BEDROOM

The Woman hears voices from outside the room. It’s early 
morning and the suns just rising. The gets up, she’s nude. 
The leans against the crack in the door to listen better. 

INT. LIVING ROOM

MAN 1
Thought you were a dead man. 

MAN 2
Only because you pulled the 
trigger. You have better aim with 
steak on your folk. 

Man 1 smirks and puts his arms around his companion. She 
recognizes his voice. 

MAN 1
You know how these things go. I did 
miss you, pal. 

MAN 2
Where is Claudia?

Claudia flinches. 

MAN 1
How should I know?

MAN 2
You always admired her. 

(beat)
She never asked about me?

MAN 1
I think she was too heartbroken. 

Man 2 walks around the ottoman and finds a robe, smells it. 

MAN 2
Obviously not that broken. 

MAN 1
She was looking for some company, a 
shoulder to cry on--

MAN 2
I’m sure. 

He sticks up a gun. 



MAN 1
Now wait a minute, what’s this?

MAN 2
You owe me. 

MAN 1
I don’t have the jewels. 

MAN 2
No? 

He goes over to the piano, reaches inside, revealing a 
handful of small gems. 

MAN 1
That’s my share!

MAN 2
You never liked to get your hands 
dirty. 

He cocks the gun at Man 1, Karen gasps, covers her mouth. 

MAN 2 (CONT’D)
Neither to I. 

He lowers the gun. 

MAN 1
Come on, man. Have a little 
sympathy? I’m retired. 

MAN 2
Men like you, you don’t retire. The 
job retires you. 

MAN 1
I can get you a job. 

MAN 2
I don’t want a job. 

MAN 1
You can have Karen. 

INT. BEDROOM

She leans in closer. The gun shoots off, she jumps back. 
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INT. LIVING ROOM

A shattered lamp. Karen creeps back to the wall. 

MAN 2
Who says I want her back?

MAN 1
Geezus man! Shit. 

MAN 2
Don’t come looking for me. 

Man 2 leaves. Man 1 goes back into the bedroom. 

INT. BEDROOM

Claudia has rushed back into a seated position. And turns her 
head. 

CLAUDIA
What was that?

MAN 1
Nothing. Go back to bed. 

Claudia pulls the covers closer and turns away from him.

CLAUDIA
Shut the window? Morning chill. 

He does so, gets back into bed, putting him arm around 
Claudia, she shoves it off. He moves to his side of the bed. 

MAN 1
I’ll be more careful. 

CLAUDIA
I know. 

INT. BILLIARDS HOUSE

Man 2 shoots pool in the early morning. The place is vacant, 
not yet opened. He shoots when Claudia appears next to him, 
sinking the ball. He looks up and chalks his cue. 

MAN 2 
I didn’t think he was your type. 

CLAUDIA
You look well. 
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MAN 2
Pretty spry for a dead man?

CLAUDIA
It isn’t what you think--

MAN 2
If you think I’m mad at you, it’s a 
lie. How did you find me?

CLAUDIA
You’re a creature of habit.

(beat)
I don’t love him.

MAN 2
You don’t fall in love. You must be 
using him. Money? Power?

CLAUDIA
Freedom. I’m working with the 
Commissioner.

MAN 2
You what? You’re playing dirty?

CLAUDIA
I know what I’m doing. We have an 
arrangement--

MAN 2
You don’t make deals with the 
police--

KAREN
Oh, and I should with men like you?

Man 2 takes a shot and it banks off. 

CLAUDIA
He’s offered me a way out. I can 
disappear. 

MAN 2
Where would you go?

CLAUDIA
Hopefully some place where the sun 
still shines; out of this grey 
city. 

MAN 2
This is my home. 
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CLAUDIA
Home is a dump. 

She sweeps him into her arms. 

CLAUDIA (CONT’D)
Come with me. Start fresh. 

MAN 2
I just got back, why would I leave?

CLAUDIA
You’d be safe. 

MAN 2
What do I have to worry about?

CLAUDIA
You have too many enemies here.  

MAN 2
It’s worth it for one friend.

Man 2 sinks one. 

MAN 2 (CONT’D)
We’ve been apart too long, Karen. 

CLAUDIA
I have to get back. 

MAN 2
He misses his kitten?

CLAUDIA
It’s nice to be wanted. Some people 
don’t appreciate that. 

Claudia leaves. He racks another game. Two GOONS appear. He 
beats them with the pool stick and tips the Billiards OWNER. 

INT. MANSION- EVENING

Man 1 comes out dressed in a nice suit. 

MAN 1
Claudia, are you dressed?

CLAUDIA
I don’t want to go out tonight, 
darling. I’m tired. 
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MAN 1
Not even for the surprise?

CLAUDIA
Did you get tickets for the opera?

MAN 1
Yes! Yes I did! One of my 
favorites. 

CLAUDIA
You have fun dear. 

MAN 1
Are you feeling alright? Running a 
fever?

She whacks his hand away from her. 

CLAUDIA
No, just tired. 

MAN 1
You should get some rest, so you’ll 
feel better when I get back. 

CLAUDIA
I’ve slept most of the day. I was 
going to try to work a little bit 
on my painting. 

There’s an isle on a porch. Man 1 closes the doors and locks 
it. 

MAN 1
Nope, you need rest. I’ll have 
Hilda bring up some broth and warm 
towels. And I’ll see you when you 
get back. 

He gets his coat. Leans down and embraces Claudia. 

MAN 1 (CONT’D)
I’m so happy you’re mine. I’ll 
shoot that Man if he ever comes 
near you. You don’t need a reminder 
of the painful past.

Claudia pouts. 

MAN 1 (CONT’D)
Frowns don’t suit you. 
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She hears the door close and after a beat, goes to the 
balcony window and opens the doors. Man 2 climbs in. They 
immediately embrace each other. 

MAN 2
Oh my dear, how I have missed you. 

Claudia pulls away. 

CLAUDIA
Perhaps it has been too long. 

MAN 2
Time makes the heart grow fonder. 

CLAUDIA
So they say. 

INT. OPERA HOUSE

Man 1 is watching The Magic Flute. 

INTERCUT WITH OPERA

Claudia and Man 2 drive off in a convertible down to a beach. 
They play in the waves under moonlight. They drive into town 
and find a better car, steal it. 

They find a jewelry store. 

CLAUDIA
Just like old times?

MAN 2
I love you. 

They break in. The Police Commissioner gets them surrounded. 
Man 2 is gunned down. Claudia is taken back to the house. 

COMMISSIONER
The only reason you’re still here 
is because I need you. One more 
mistake, I’m taking you down. 

CLAUDIA
I’ll never be rid of you awful men. 

INT. BEDROOM
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She climbs up the balcony to her bedroom just as Man 1 is 
returning from the Opera. She runs back into bed, pretends to 
be asleep. Man 1, drunk, undresses to his underwear and 
kisses Claudia on the forehead. 

MAN 1 
I’m so glad you’re mine. 

He goes into the living room. Claudia packs a light suitcase. 
She has her pockets filled with the stolen jewelry. She goes 
out the balcony again, never to be seen again. 

FADE TO BLACK.
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